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PREFACE. 


HE Charges of Printing this Sermon 
being Defray'd, and the whole-Impreſ- 
ſion left to be Sold for the Benefit of ſuch 


Children as are of the Charity-School of 


that Pariſh in which it was Preached, [ 
am the rather induced to make it Publick, 


The Buying of it being made an Act of 


that Charity it recommends, makes me 
hope greater Numbers of them may be Sold 
than cou'd otherwiſe have been expecied ; 
and therefore I am content to ſend it about 
begging Six Pence a Piece from well diſpo- 
ſed Perſons. I wiſh it may be with ſuch 
Succeſs as to encourage the Pariſhioners to 
ſupport that School hereafter by voluntary 
Subſcriptions; And to help them towards 
ſetting up another for Girls likewiſe, they 
being generally more helpleſs than Boys, 
and more expoſed to Temptation. The 

Poor 
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vi FACE. 

Poor Widow who 7s the Subject of it, is 
a famous Inſtance of how great Degrees 
of Virtue and Goodnels her Sex 1s capa- 
ble; And this Act of hers ſo well deſer- 
wing our Saviour's particular Notice, is a 
plain Indication of her having received ſome 
good Impreſſions of Religion in her Ten- 


Tears. | 
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A great Part of this Sermon was leſt out 
in the Speaking. | 
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Marx x11. Verſ. 43, 44. 
And he called to his Diſciples, and ſaith to 
them, werily T ſay unto you, that this poor Vi- 
dow hath caſt more in, than all they which 
have caſt into the Treaſury. 
For all they did caſt in of their Abundance ; 
but ſhe of her Want did caſt in all ſh: had, 


even all her Living. 


*HIS Treaſury was a kind of Cheſt in 

the Temple, anſwerable to the Poor- 
Box fixed in ſome of our Churches, into 
which the Free-will Offerings were caſt, for 
Pious and Charitable Uſes. Jzsvs fitting 
Over againſt it where He could have the 
eaſieſt View, and beholding how the People 
Caſt Money into it, obſerv'd a poor Woman 
throw in Two Mites; which by the beſt Com- 
putation were in Value Three Farthings of 
our Coin. The Eyes of others, and proba- 
er. thoſe of his Diſciples likewiſe, overlook- 
ed this. poor Contribution of hers, as incon- 
ſiderable and below their Notice, and were 
intent upon the greater Sums of the Rich: 
But Jesvs who judg'd not according to Ap- 
pearance, called to his Diſciples ; The Ex- 
preſſion ſnews ſomething of Solemnity, and 
that he had a Matter of no ſmall Conſe- 
quence to Communicate to them, And 

. 1 leſt 


(6) 
Jeſt he might thereby have diſcourag'd the 
greater Offerings of the Rich, or given Occa- 
{ion of Vanity to the Charitable Widow, He 
at that Time imparts what he had to ſay only 
to them; and lets them know, that what was 
ſeemingly ſo mean and deſpicable in it ſelf, 
contain'd abundant Matter of Inſtruction, e- 
ven to them who were to Teach and Re- 
form the World: For that this was a ſingular 
Inſtance of an excellent and exalted Charity, 
and of the nobleſt Munificence. They were 
to learn this Paradox, new to them, as well 
as ablurd and incredible to the Scribes and 
Phariſees Hypocrites; But full of Divine Wiſ- 
aom and Truth to ſuch as are enlighten'd by 
the Goſpel : Namely, That Two Mites were 
more than an Hundred; and that One Braſs 
Farthing might be of greater intrinſick Worth 


and Value than Thouſands of Gold and Silver. 


My Buſineſs at preſent ſhall be to purſue 
our Saviour's Deſign in tranſmitting this 
Paſſage down to us; and to lay this great 
Example before you in the beſt Light I can 
for your Imitation and Encouragement. And 
this I ſhall do by obſerving the ſeveral things 
which it naturally ſuggeſts to us. Accordingly, 


It We learn from hence that the Pooreſt 


Sit 
excus'd from theſe Offerings of God which 
were to be made in the Temple; and the 
Duty of Almſgiving under the Goſpel ariſes 
from the expreſs Command of Gop, Heb. 13. 
16. To do good, and to diſtribute forget not, 
for with ſuch Sacrifices God is well pleaſed. 
And Luke 11. 41. Give Alms of ſuch things 
as ye have. Beſides, this Example before us 
is more immediately fitted for the Poor ; and 
the Gracious Acceptance of that little Gift 
ſhews us how well pleas'd Gop was with it. 
It any were left out of that Command of 
doing good by diſtributing, this Woman had 
ſufficient Reaſon to think her ſelf of that 
Number; being by her Sex more' helpleſs 
than a Man, and a Widow too, and not on- 
iy ſo but a Poor one, and reduc'd. to one 

arthing to live upon, and perhaps cou'd not 
tell when ſhe was like to ſee another. The 
Widow and the Fatherleſs are propos'd in 
Scripture as the moſt common al ſignal Ob- 
jects of Charity, and yet even under this 
Circumſtance ſhe thought it her Duty to 
give Something, tho' it was next to Nothing. 
It any can pretend to be in a worſe Conditi- 
on than this, then may they with ſome Colour 
plead Exemption from the Performance of 
this great Duty; for they only are excuſed 
from giving Alms of ſuch Thing, as they have, 
who have nothing to give in Alms. 
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II. The 
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114 The Second Thing we may obſerve 
from hence is, That the true Meaſure of our 
Charities, in the Account of Gop, is not the 
Quantity of what is given, but the Proporti- 
on it bears to our Fortune in the World. 
This is the plain import of the Text, and 
what our Saviour expreſly aſſerts in the 
Caſe of this Widow who Caſt more in than all 
they who caſt into the Treaſury ; nay tho' it is 
not improbable that the Diſciples Themſelves 
threw ſomething into it at the fame time ; for 
we find, John 13. 29. that it was their Cu- 
ſtom to give to the Poor out of the Com- 
mon Stock. The Reaſon aſſign d for this 
Judgment of his is becauſe the Rich caſt in 
£4 T8 ITleporevovrog, of their Superſtuit) ; What 
was Redundant and Unneceſſary, what cou'd 
be ſpar'd, and that they might be well with- 
out. But ſhe gave en Th; Ugepyoews huvTh;, of 
what ſhe Wanted her ſelf ; what was to pro- 
cure her not any Corvemency only, but the 
very Neceſſariec of Lite. So that it was not 
a Sal Gift out of a Little, which wou'd 
have equal'd any thing the Rich gave out of 
their Abundance; but it was all {he had left 
in the World; and therefore it was impoſſi- 
ble for her to be out-done. It was this that 
render'd her's ſuch an excellent and exempla- 
ry Charity; And if the Widow's Farthing 
was ſo well accepted becauſe it was All her 

Stock; 
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8 ( 9.) 
Stock; nothing is plainer from hence than 
that the Rich Man's Alms will not be accep- 
ted, if it be but a Little out of his Abundance, 

A Man who gives but a Little to Pious 
and Charitable Uſes out of an eaſy and 
Plentiful Fortune, is the very Reverſe of this 
Widow; and for the ſame Reaſon her Alms 
prov'd an acceptable Sacrifice, his will be re- 
jected as an Abomination in the Sight of 
Gop; who has told us that He that ſoweth 
little, that is little in Reſpect of his Wealth and 
Riches, Shall reap little, i. e. in Scripture 
Language, Nothing at all; whereas other- 
wiſe we are taught by this Paſſage, that he 
vvho ſoweth Little out of a mean Fortune, 
ſhall reap Much, EEE 

There are in Scripture ſo many Woes pro- 
nounc'd againſt Rich Men, and ſo much ſaid 
of the Danger of acquiring Riches, that it is 
enough to ſtartle the Minds of any who have 
them in Poſſeſſion ; and fill them with anxious 
Fears, and even Deſpondency, with reſpe& 


to their future State, who are not awakened 


with a Senſe of their Danger, and perpetually 
on their Guard. Co to now, ſays St. James, 
5. 1. Ie Rich Men, weep and howl for the 
Miſeries that ſhall come upon you. Verſe 3d, 
Tour Gold and Silver is canker d, and the Kuſt 


of them ſhall be a Witneſs againſt you, 1. e, at 
the Day of Judgment. And ſhall eat your 
Fleſh as it were * ſubject both Soul and 


Body 
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Body to everlaſting Fire. Te have —_— 
Treaſure together for the laſt Days, a Maſs of 
Wealth to inflame your Account in the great 
Day of Accounts, Verſe 5. Te have lived 
in Pleaſure upon the Earth, indulging your 
Eaſe and Humour in every thing, and there- 
|| fore it will fall the heavier upon you in ano- 
|| ther World : And all this is purſuant to our 
| 

| 


Saviouk's own Doctrine, That It is eaſier 
for a Camel to go thro the Eye of a Needle, than 
for a Rich Man to enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 
Wou'd not the Conſideration of this make 
i any Man thoughttul who had Wealth or Mo- 
[1 ney in Store, and who had any ſerious Purpo- 
ſes of ſaving his Soul, and eſcaping the 
Damnation of Hell? For ſurely there muſt 
be ſome Reaſon extraordinary for pronoun- 
1 cing thus Poſitively and in General upon the 
Condition of the Rich, without any expreſs 
Exception or Reſerve; And this can be no 
[| other than the inſuperable Reluctance they 
i always find in themſelves to the Performance 
of this Duty of diſtributing to Charitable and 
Pious Uſes, in ſuch Quantities as ſhall bear a 
reaſonable Proportion to their worldly Sub- 
ſtance. The great Difficulty they are under 
of making a Friend in Time of the Mammon 
of Unrighteouſneſs, which will otherwiſe prove 
their greateſt Enemy; That falſe and treache- 
rous Mammon which, tis odds, will deceive 
them 


ſas) 
them to their utter Ruin and Deſtruction; but 
rightly manag'd will at laſt become their grea- 
teſt Friend, and receive them Into everlaſting 
Habitations. 
As harih and ſevere as theſe Sayings of our 
bleſſed Saviouk and his Apoſtle ſeem, yet 
how remarkably do we ſee them yerified in 
the Generality of the Rich Men of this World ? 
For how tew of them are there who Give 
Alms of ſuch things as they have, i. e. A good 
Share of what Gop has bleſſed them with, 
and who Forget not to do Good; and To Di- 
ſtribute according to their Abilities? Who Lay 
up in Store for themſelves a good Foundation 
againſt the Time to come, that they may attain 
Eternal Life. i. e. Lay out ſo much of their 
Fortune in Charities, as ſhall be a comforta- 
ble Ground for Hope of Salvation? How 
few of them conſider they are but Stewards, 
and. do not look upon their Riches to be 
all their own ? And. accordingly either heap 
them up for their Poſterity, or elſe live to the 
Height of what they have, or even beyond 
it; and fo put it out of their Power to perform 
Works of Charity in ſuch Degrees as Gop 
will require at their Hands? They live as 
if they were not one Day to account with 
him for every Penny, who has allow'd them 
Part of their Subſtance for a Salary, and as 
to the Remainder has left them Truſtees on- 
ly and Managers for the Poor. A a 
| e 


EE : —_ T7 >: 
ble Reckoning too many of them will have 
with their me Maſter at that time when 


their Souls ſhall be required of them. So much 
expended in Pomp and Equipage ; ſo much in 
gawdy Cloathing, and coſtly Dainties; ſuch 
and ſuch Sums laid out in Mode, and Faſhion, 
and Gallantry: And at the Foot of the Ac- 
count perhaps ſome {catter'd Pence or Far- 
things to the Poor; as if they were to imitate 
this Widow in nothing elſe but the Bulk and 
Size of her Offering. But how very different 
from this will her Account be? So much gi- 
ven at en Opportunity to a publick and 
excellent Charity, and Nothing left to depend 
on but Gop's Providence for a Meal's Meat. 
Learn from this Woman, who cou'd want her 
Food rather than be wanting in the Diſcharge of 


this Duty; Learn I ſay from her, at leaſt to 


part with all your Superfluities ; to Contract your 
Expences, and keep within Compaſs, ws cut 
off many unneceſſary Forms only of Living ; 
that you may not be under a Neceflity of Rob- 
_ Cod in his Offerings, and of coming ſhort 
of fuch a Quantity to be diſtributed for that 
Purpoſe as ſhall bear a good Proportion to your 
Worldly Subſtance. And this leads me to the 


III. Thing obſervable from the Text; name- 
ly, That whatever is the Quantity of our Alms, 
whether Greater or Leſs, yet Gop chiefly re- 
gards the Heart it is given with, 'Tis true the 

better 
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better a Man's Heart is, the more it will diſpoſe 


him to diſtribute ; But no Quantity or Propor- 


tion our Alms bear to our worldly Subſtance, 
is a ſure Indication of their proceeding from a 
truly Charitable Principle. "They may proceed 
from Vanity, or Oſtentat ion; or from ſome o- 
ther ſelfiſh or unworthy Motive; accordingly 
St. Paul ſuppoſes that a Man may beſtow All 


his Goods to feed the Poor, and yet it may 


Profit him Nothing, for want of that inward 
Diſpoſition of Soul, which was ſo viſible in her 
who was the Subject of our Saviour's Remark. 

She was in no Danger of Vain Glory from a 
Gift ſo ſmall and inconſiderable, that it ſeem'd 
not worth the Notice of any there preſent ex- 
cept our bleſſed Saviour: And if the had not 


convey d it into the Corban or Cheſt with Pri- 


vacy, that which was ſo approv'd and com- 
mended by him, wou'd in all Likelihood have 
met with Contempt and Ridicule from the 
Scribes and Phariſees, who gave their Als to 
be ſeen of Men. Nor cou'd the have any Selfſþ 
or Worldly Motive; For what worldy Motive 
cou'd be ſtronger than preſent Food for an hun- 
gry Stomach 2 And ſhe who cou'd deny the 
Cravings and Neceſſities of Nature rather than 
loſe the Opportunity ofdoing an excellent Cha- 
rity, f not have done it in Proſpect of any 
other worldly Good. Beſides, the Alacrity 
and Chearfulneſs, with which it was perform'd, 
is not obſcurely intimated in the particular 

Mention 
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Mention of her giving Two Mites, which was 
ſtil] more than if the had given one Farthing, 
tho' they were of equal Value. Had it been 
One Piece of Money, the Doubt with her ſelf 
wou'd have been, whether the ſhou'd Keep it 
to her ſelf, or Lend it to Gop? But being 
Two, there was fair Ground of Hæſitation whe- 
| ther ſhe ſhou'd keep Oue, and part with the 
Other? This it ſelf wou'd have been a com- 
4 mendable Charity, and ſhe cou'd have ſaid 
i with Zaccheus, The half of my Goods I give to 
1 the Poor. But fo great was her Soul, that 
tho' they were her laſt, ſhe wou'd not even 
divide with Gop, but make him a Preſent of 
all; and this was ſufficient Proof of her being 
| ſorry it was no more. 

| How ſhou'd this great Example excite inus 
if the like Ready Mind, and Forward Chearful- 
| neſs of Spirit which rais'd theſe Two Mites to 
If ſuch an immenſe Value in the Sight of Gop, 
W - 

i who regards not the Quantity only of our Alms, 
| but that Diſpoſition of the Heart with which 
1 they are given; who tells us, Heb. 6. 10. 


| That he is not Jurighteous to forget thoſe Works 
| which proceed ſrom Love; from the Love of 
him, and our Neighbour. Who commands 
his Miniſters to Charge them who are Rich in 
| | this World, That they be Ready to give, and 
1 Glad to diſtribute, 1 Tim. 6.17. Glad to find 
| ont Opportunities of doing Good, and to ſeek 
# them, and rejoyce to ſet forward any common 
i | and extenſive Good. Now 


(15) 

Now fince 'tis the giving freely and wil- 
lingly is that which ſanctifies our Alms; and 
that we are for that Reaſon warn'd 2 Cor. 9. 7. 
Not to give Grudgingh, or of Neceſſity, for 
that God loveth a chearful Giver; I cannot 
cloſe this Head without obſerving, that the 
main Occaſion of Peoples failing in this great 
and even eſſential Qualification of their Chari- 
ties, and the Reaſon why they don't give with 
a Willing and Free Heart, is becauſe they do 
not come to a fix'd Reſolution with themſelves 
to lay aſide ſome certain Proportion of their 
clear Gain or Yearly Income for charitable Uſes; 
but generally leave this at Large and Uncer- 
lain, to be perform'd when they happen to be 
well diſpos'd, and that Objects or Occaſions of 
Charity offer of themſelves. This makes Men 
careleſs and negligent in giving, and they do it 
with a ſecret Reluctance; and at beſt with 
Coolneſs and Indifference. Whereas if they 
wou d obſerve the Rule laid down by St. Paul, 
1 Cor. 16. 2. That Every one do Weekly lay by 
in Store as God has proſper d him, i. e. Treaſure 
2p as it is in the Original, and as it is elſewhere 
expreſs d, Treaſure up for themſelves Treaſures 
in Heaven, Matth. 6. 19, 20. They woud 
then be able to make a pretty good Compu- 
tation of what their Treaſure in Heaven is; 
and what Foundation they have laid againſt the 
Time to come, for the Attainment of Eternal 
Life. They wou'd then make it their Buſineſs 

| to 


( 16 ) 
to inquire for the greateſt Objects of Charity, 
and ſeek diligently for Opportunities of laying 
out their Money in ſuch an invaluable Purchaſe. 
They wou'd not truſt their own Heart, which 
Is deceitful above all things, with a Matter of 
ſo great Conſequence to them; nor leave it to 
meer Chance, and preſent Temper, or Inclt- 
nation only ; but determine well upon it from 
their beſt Reaſon and moſt mature Deliberation. 
j If any one ſhou'd ask what Proportion of our 
1 worldly Subſtance wou'd be reaſonable thus 
to dedicate to Gop ? I ſhall make no other An- 
{wer than what the Holy Ghoſt has furniſh'd 
us with in 2 Cor. 9. 7. Let every Man do ac- 
| cording as he is diſpord in his Heart, And 
Jl Verſe 6. He that ſowweth little, ſhall reap little, 
| and He that ſoweth plenteouſiy ſhall reap Fs 
teouſiy. It does not become us to preſcribe 
| Bounds to what Gop has left at large and un- 
„ deterniin'd for wiſe and important Reaſons; 
nt namely that our Deeds of Charity may be In- 
| j tirely free; and that there might be Full Scope 
| left {or the largeſt Soul to exert it ſelf to the 
| l utmoſt, in a Virtue which can never miſs of a 
ſuitable Reward in the higheſt Degree that it 
1 is practicable; nay tho Men come up to this 
I great Pattern which CHRIST nas laid before us, 
| | Which brings me to the 


l * 


|; IVth. Thing obſervable from this Paſſage, and 


that is, How little Danger we are in of any 
Blameable 


* 
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Blameable Exceſs in the Practice of this moſt 
excellent Virtue, There 1s great Danger of 
coming ſhort, and Multitudes have been un- 
done thereby, and ſubjected themſelves to 
that final and ir everſible Sentence Depart ye 
Curſed into everlaſting Fire, 2 for the 
Devil and his Angels; expreſly laid to be for 
their Failure in the due Diſcharge of this great 
Duty: But ſinc e the World began was it never 
heard that ever any Perſon over-acted this 
Part? If ever it was any one's Caſe, it mult 
be that of this Widow, who caſt into the Sa- 
cred Treaſury all ſhe had, Ewen all her Living. 
The Word is Big in the Original, ſhe parted 
with her very Life and Suſtenance; which at 
Leaſt muſt ſignify the whole Allowance of 
that Day, perhaps her Hire or Wages; and 
then ſhe both Wrought and Faſted for her 
Gift. The reſt out of their Abundance con- 
tributed largely, but they ſtill kept more be- 
hind ; but CHRIST tells us the wanted what 
ihe gave : It was no Imaginary but a Real 
Want; the greateſt in Nature, the Want of 
Bread. 

Now tho' this Woman's Offering was all 
that Gov had allotted her for the Supplies of 
Hunger and Thirſt, yet we find our SAVIOUR 
did not condemn her, or argue her guilty of 
any indiſcreet Profuſeneſs; No nor of tempt- 
ing Gov by raſhly and intirely throwing her 
ſelf upon his Providence: But on the contra- 

CG ry 


( 18) 
ry magnifies her Gift above all the Pompous 
Charities of the Rich; and propoſes it by way 
of Example and Encouragement to all Poſterity. 

This is not the only Inſtance wherein 
CuRISsT has expreſs'd himſelf upon the Work 
of Charity even in this exalted Degree; His 
Direction to the young Man who Had great 
Foſje/ſ.ons, Matth. 19. 21. was, Go and Sell 
that thou haſt; Ta vndggovra all your Subſtance ; 
toe tx lays St. Mark, all you have, And give 
to the Poor, and thou fhalt have Treaſure in 
Heaven. This giving all a Man's Subſtance 
to Charitable Uſes, has but a very harſh and 
unzratefal Sound in the Ears of a Worldly 
minded Man; nay in the Ears even of ſuch as 
are perhaps at the ſame time reducing them- 
ſelves to Want and Beggary, by conſuming 
all their Subſtance upon their Luſts and Va- 
nities, and are thereby Treaſuring up to them- 
ſelves Wrath againſi the Day of Wrath. And 
yet tell thoſe very People of parting: with 
their Subſtance and giving it to the Poor, and 
that they {hall have Treaſure in Heaven, and 
they will call it Mockery. 
But let not People be deceiv'd; this Say- 
ing of our Saviouk's was not calculated for 
that ſingle Perſon alone to whom it was ſpoke; 
for then it wou'd not have been on Record 
in the Goſpel ; but is full of Inſtruction to 
all Marh ind, and no more than what he re- 
commends to his own Little Flock, Luke 12. 
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23. Sell that ye have, and give Alms; provide 


your ſelves Bags which wax not old, a Pea- 


ſure in the Heavens which faileth not. 

Theſe Sayings of CxR1sT are not to be ta- 
ken in the utmoſt Kigour, as if the Advice 
were to part with all, and reduce ourſelves 
to the extremeſt Want and Miſery ; Tis not 
expected Men ſhou'd act up to this Widow, 
and not leave themſelves one Farthing. But 
they import the giving to charitable Uſes not 
only ſome reaſonable Proportion of their Au- 
nuity or Gain, but the Selling even their Poſſe/- 
ſions and Eſtates; the breaking Bulk, and gi- 
ving Alms out of the Main Stock, and very 
Subſtance of their Fortune ; and that the Pre- 
cept is not to be ſtrain d beyond this is plain, 
tor that St. Joby had a Houle of his Own long 
after it was given. And that even thus much 
is not always Matter of neceſſary Duty to all 
Chriſtians, is evident beyond Doubt, from 
St. Peter's Diſcourſe to Ananias, Acts 5. 4. 

The Church of Rome underſtands this Ad- 
vice to the young Man, to be a Counſel only 
of Perfection; as if by that Single Act of Sel- 
ling all they have, and giving to the Poor, 
or by Vows of a Voluntary Poverty, Men 
were immediately in a more exalted State of 
Holineſs, in a Condition above all other Chri- 


ſtians, and entitled to greater Degrees of Glo- 


ry and to an higher Station in Heaven ; this be- 
ing a great Fund of Merit both for themſelve - 
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(20) | 

and others. Whereas there is no ſuch thing as 
a State or Condition of Perſection in the Per- 
formance of any Single Virtue, or the Attain- 
ment of any One particular Grace in the high- 
eſt Degree: But true Chriſtian Perfection con- 
ſiſts in a Complication of all Manner of Evan- 
gelical Virtues and Graces; in the gradual 
Increaſe of Univerſal Piety and Holineſs; and 
in ſuch ſettled and confirm'd Habits of them 
in all Inſtances that they become the prevat- 
ling Temper and Diſpoſition of Soul and Bo- 
dy: And even this is fo far from Perfection in 
the Strict Senſe of the Word, that afterall we are 
But unprofitable Servants. Their ſtraining of 
the Precept thus beyond the plain and natu- 
ral Import of it, has given Occaſion to others 
to run into the quite contrary Extreme, and 
take off all its Force of Perſuaſion and Influ- 
ence upon the Confgiences of Men; and in 
ſhort to render it no Motive at all to the Per- 
formance of this great Duty. But as I ſaid, 
this was deſigned for Our Inſtruction as well 
as His to whom it was ſpoke; and tho' it be 
no Counſel of Perfection in the ſtrict Senſe of 
the Word, nor Matter of poſitive Command to 
all Chriſtians, yet from thence we learn theſe 
three Things. 

1. That Selling a Man's Eſtate or parting 
with the Bull or Subſtance of his Fortune to 
be diſpos'd of in charitable Uſes, is always 
tis far a Degree of Perfection; That when it 
15 perſorm'd with a good Heart, it is a — 
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and exalted Degree of this Virtue of Charity, 
and ever highly acceptable in the Sight oft 
Gop, and will not fail of a ſuitable Reward 
in another World : That is where it is truly 
our own; and that hereby no Wrong or Inju- 
ſtice is done to others; which in all Likeli- 
hood was the Cafe of this Man who was young, 
and therefore as yet without neceflary Depen- 
dants and family. 
2dly, We are hereby taught that Sometimes 
this giving All or much the Greater Part of our 
Subſtance to the Poor, is very commendable 
and highly convenient; as in ſuch Caſes of great 
Extremity, when our Abundance may be a ne- 
| ceſlary Supply to the Wants and Miſertes of 
many of our Fellow-Chriſtians. This was 
the Condition of the firſt Profeſſors of the Go- 
| ſpel; who many of them, Acts 4. Sold their 
Lands and Poſſeſſious, and Diſtribution was 
made unto every Man according as he had need. 
And St. Paul tells us, 2 Cor. 8. 2. of the Chri- 
ſtians of Macedonia that In a great Tryal of 
Afliction their deep Poverty abounded to the 
Hic hes of their Liberality, i. e. That ata Time 
| when they were under great Streights and 
| Difficulties themſelves, they out of their Po- 
verty gave Abundance, even beyond their 
Power, for the Supply of their Chriſtian Bre- 
thren in Judæa. 
A 3d Thing plainly implyed in our Savi- 
ouvk's Diſcourſe with the young _ is, 
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That in ſome Caſes the Selling all we have 
and giving it to charitable Uſes may become 
even Matter of Duty, and highly Neceſſary to 
Salvation. This was his very Caſe ; and that 
he underſtood it as a poſitive Command to him, 
is plain by his going away Sorromful; For he 
wou'd have gone away Chearful it he had 
thought he might have enter'd Into the King- 
dom of Heaven without obeying what was 


a Counſel only of Perfection, and no neceſſary 
Condition of Salvation. It was to him an im- 


mediate Call to follow Chriſt in Perſon as 
the Apoſtles did, which he cou'd not then do 
without quitting his great Poſſeſſions; nor 
cou'd he be ſincere in bis Faith it he fail'd in 
that Tryal of it which CuRIST then laid upon 
him, namely to Sell his Eſtate and diſtribute 
it in Charities. And this will have the binding 
Force of a Command in Reſpe& of all other 
Chriſtians likewiſe when Gop ſhall call them 
to it by any publick and general Calamities, 
and that the Neceſſities and Miſeries of God's 
Church andPeople plainly require it from them. 

There is another Caſe which may turn this 
Advice into a poſitive and neceſſary Command; 
And that is, when the Frame and Temper of 


a Man's Mind is ſuch that a great Fortune is an Þ 


Invincible Temptation to him, and leads him 
into ſuch Occaſions of Sin as he finds by Expe- 
rience he is not able to overcome, but muſt 


Inevitably be hurryed away with a conſtant | 


Supply 


4 

Supply of thoſe Allurements which are 
thrown in his Way by it. In this Caſe the 
parting with great Poſſeſſions, or at leaſt quit- 
ting the Uſe of them, is no more than a ne- 
| ceſſary Act of Self-Denyal founded on theſe 
Sayings. of our Saviouk's, Where a Man's 
Treaſure is, there will his Heart be alſo. And 
again, What ſball it profit a Man to gain the 
whole World, and loſe his own Soul 2 For 
what worldly Weight or Conſideration can a 
Man throw into the Ballance againſt his Soul? 
And ſurely then it becomes incumbent upon 
us to Sell all we have, and give to the Poor, 
and follow Chriſt, when we cannot follow 
him without ſo doing. When Riches become 
Any Way inconſiſtent with our eternal Salva- 
tion, we mult part with them as we muſt cut 
off a Right Hand, or pluck out a Right Eye. 
Tis more than probable this was the very 
Caſe of that Youth; and that CHRIST who 
Knew chat was in Man, and cou'd foreſee 
how 'far he was from overcoming the Temp- 
tations of a great Fortune, from thence made 
his Obſervation, How difficult it was For a 
Rich Man to enter into the Kingdomof Heaven. 
Does not our own Experience ſhew us how 
this is daily verified, inſomuch that alas! 
there are not many Inſtances to the contrary ? 
How moſt. who come Young into plentitul 
Fortunes are for ever undone by them; hurried 
into all Manner of Vice and Extravagance; and 
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( 24 ) 
contract ſuch a Habit and Reliſh of Sin in their 
Younger Years, and do fo entirely laviſh away 
that Portion of Grace afforded them for their 
firſt ſetting out in the World, that they rarel 
or never after are brought to any feeling Senſe 
of Reveal'd Religion; infomuch that the Chri- 
ſtian is intirely funk and loſt in the Gentleman. 
So great are the Temptations of Riches that 
Currsr himſelf did not prevail for the Per- 
formance of this in the Circumſtance of a Per- 
ſon where he ſaw it neceſſary; much leſs may 
others hope to prevail on any in a like Cale 
to act up to this Precept of his. Tho” like that 
Young Man, they go away with no other Im- 
preſſion than that of ſome ſecret Sorrow or 
Regret at the hearing of this Doctrine, yet let 
them take this with them, and remember 
that this Saying of our Saviour's holds good 
to this Day, that It is eaſter for a Camel to go 
thro" the Eye of a Needle, than for a Rich Man 
to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

If there are any fo prejudic'd in Favour of 
the Things of this World that they cannot re- 
liſh this Doctrine, thus much at leaſt they 


muſt allow to be plain and undeniable from 


hence; namely, that if the Heart is right in 


the Point of Almſgiving, we ſhall rather Ex- 


ceed than come Short. If there be a Diſpoſiti- 
on of Mind truly Charitable, it will ever 
prompt us rather to err on tie right ſide, 


than fail of the utmoſt of what Gop may re- 


quits 
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quire of us; to venture an extraordinary De- 
pendance upon Providence, rather than any 
Diſtruſt of it: And in all our Doubtings con- 


cerning how much we ſhall give to charitable 


Uſes? We ſhall conclude the Myſt we think 
of to be always Beſt; and herein in fome De- 
gree to imitate the good Widow, who, to re- 
move all Scruple, decided the Point againſt 
her felf, and gave all ſhe had. 


Vebly. I think it a Remark upon this ex- 
cellent Act of the Widow's Charity not to be 


paſs'd over becauſe it is ſo obvious; namely, 


Thar it was perform'd while ſhe was in Life 
and Health; fo as to be able to diſpoſe of it 
with her own Hands, nay tho perhaps ſhe 
might have ventur'd her Life for it, it being 
All her Living. If ſcraping, and hoarding all 
that is to be gotten, for Fear of Beggary and 
Starving ; and then only leaving all we have 


heap'd together to charitable Uſes, when it can 


be of no farther Uſe to our ſelves, was ever 
commendable, it muſt have been in the Per- 
ſon ofthis Woman: But the favourable Notice 
CurisT takes of her is for the Contrary, the 
giving while {ſhe was in a Condition of want- 
ing her ſelf From whence we learn that 
when Men defer what they give in Charity 
till they are going out of the World, tho' they 
firmly purpoſe to perform bountifully Then, 
it looſes all that which renders it acceptable 
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to Gop; the Selj-denyal there is in it, and ſpa- 
ring from our ſelves; the Chearful and Ready 
Mind, together with Faith in the Promiſes of 
Gop, and Dependance upon his Providence. 
Nay tis in Effect a giving away what they have 
no Title to diſpoſe of, tor as the Lord Bacon 
obſerves, He who deſers Charities fill Death, 
is rather liberal of another Man's than of his 
own. The Right of all our Worldly Sub- 
ſtance at the Hour of Death devolves upon 
Gop, who then transfers it to another. He 
who has pity on the Pocr, lendeth unto the Lord; 
But ſure 'tis a ſtrange Time to Begin to lend 
to him when he is taking all from us, and 
that we can keep it no longer; and tis plain, 
it ſuch a Perſon cou'd carry his Money with 
him, he wou'd leave none behind for charitable 
Uſes. Thou Fool, ſays our Saviour of the 
Rich Miſer, This Night ſhall thy Soul he requi- 
red of thee, and then Whoſe ſhall thoſe Things 
be? That is, any Man's in the World rather 
than his who heaped them together. 

Take therefore the Apoſtle's Advice, and 
Do good unto all Men as you have Opportunity. 
And that of Solomon's Give when thou haſt it 
Ly thee, and ſay not unto thy Neighbour to Mor- 
row I till give thee; That To Morroty is 
ever coming to the worldly and covetous Man, 
and it is never To Day with him till he ſees 
his laſt, and that the next Morning 1s to be in 
znother World. It is a wretched Thing for a 

Man 
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Man to live to no other Purpoſe but to 
hinder great Sams of Money from circulating 
and doing Good either to himſelf or any one 
elſe; Whilſt he Lives the Poor may Periſb, 
and when he Dies the Poor may Live: He 
keeps all from them as long as he can, and 
at laſt leaves that for Others to do, waich he 
cou'd never find in his Heart to do himſelf, It 


this Widow had done the ſame by her Two 


Mites, and if the reſt who gave plentifully up- 
on the ſame Occaſion, had forbore giving 
whilſt they were alive, under a Notion of 
ſome great and bulky Charity at their Death, 
How wou'd the Temple have gone to Ruin? 
The publick Worſhip of God ceasd ? And 
what Multitudes of the Poor and Indigent 
had periſh'd for Want of the Neceſſaries of Life? 
This is in Truth no other than deferring 
the Practice of one of the greateſt and moſt in- 
diſpenſable Duties till that Time when the 
Exerciſe of all Virtues and Graces in this World 
ceaſes : Nor is it only thus Abſurd in it eli, but 
a manifeſt Inconſiſtency with all the Precepts 
in the Scripture relating to Deeds of Charity 
and Almſgiving. Is that a Time to be Rich i 
good Works, when you cannot Work at all? To 
Bring the Poor to your Houle, when you are 
your ſelf in your Grave ? To lay up Store for 
the Time to come, then only when Time is paſt ? 
To Give when you can do it neither with Sin- 
plicity, nor Mercy, nor Chearfulneſs ? To do 
your 
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your Alms in Secret, when all the Werd muſt 
Know of it? In ſhort, to begin to So, when 
you ſhould Reap ; and to think then to make 
a Friend of the Mammon of Unrighteoulne(s at 
a Juncture when he is to commence your ever- 
laſting Enemy ? But above all, is that a Time 
to Vifit the Fatherleſ and Widows iu their Af 
faction, when your Friends are Invited to your 
Funeral? I was Sick and ye Viſited me, I was 
in Priſon and ye Came to me ; Theſe two 
Words are remarkable and worthy the Divine 
Wiſdom, which are not to be taken only in the 
Figurative, but even; in the Literal Senſe, 
and are deſigned to ſignify the Actual going to 
ſee the Poor; Viewing their Condition and 
Circumſtances with our Own Eyes; Finding 
them out, and Acquainting our ſelves with 
their Miſeries; and often giving them our 
Alms with our Oumm Hands. As the very Pre- 
ſence of thoſe who relieve them is a Comfort 
to the diſtreſſed and afflicted ; and as we 
are hereby enabled to ſute our ſelves to their 
ſeveral Wants, and to diſtribute our Bounty 
more ſeaſonably and Prudently ; ſo it is no 
ſmall Improvement to our ſelves. Such as 
live an Ea and Fleaſurable Lite, and know 
not the Want of a Meal's Meat, have no No- 
tion of the Miſeries of the Poor; and are there- 
fore very bad Judzes of the real Worth of this 
VVoman's Charity. Tis natural for them to 
think a Farthing was as little to Her, as to Them s | 
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and thatſhe parted with it becauſe it was not 
worth keeping; But one Viſit to any of thoſe 
many Cells or Cottages where junger and | 
Thirſt and Nakzdneſs have taken up their Reſi- 
dence, would make them alter their Opinion. 
If they were Eye VVitneſſes of the Streights 
and Difficulties many poor Houſe-Keepers ſtrug- 
gle with, who have no VVork or Employ- 
ment and are aſhamed to Beg; and if tney did 
but hear their Childrens Cries for Bread when 
they have None to give them, this would 
bring them to a Mercifa Temper and Diſpoſi- 
tion; it would make them truly ſenſible of the 
Bounty of Gop towards themſelves; it would 
teach them to Value his Bleſſings; it would 
create in them a true Humility and Lotwlineſs 
of Mind, as ſeeing what they themſelves 
wonld be if they were in the ſame Condition. 
And now let any one tell me what Effect or 
Influence all theſe Precepts can have upon a 
Dying Man? Or how they can Operate to all 
the wiſe Ends and Purpoſes of them upon him 
when he is Dead ? And this naturally leads 
us in the 


VI? Place to obſerve; what an excellent 
Act of Faith this VVoman's Charity was, and 
ot a firm Dependance upon the Providence of 
Gon. At the ſame Inſtant ſhe threw into the 
Treaſury all her worldly Dependance, ſhe 
Mult have reſign'd her Body and Soul _—_ 
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Hands to whom ſhe made the Preſent. This 
extraordinary Act of a publick Charity in one 
who muſt have been her ſelf an Object of 
Charity, and ſtood in Need ot an Alms, cou'd 
have proceeded from none but a Mind exer- 
cis d to an habitual Diſcharge of Holy Duties, 
and wherein there was a Complication of 
Virtues and Graces. She muſt have beenus'd 
to Faſting and Abſtinence, and to frequent 
Selt-Denials who cou'd deny her elf the Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life. She muſt have been ſtrong- 
ly affected with a Belief of Gop's All-ſuffici- 
ency, as well as with a preſent Senſe of his All- 


ſeeing Eye. She muſt have had a warm Zeal 


for the Houſe of Gop and his VVorſhip; and 
have been of a tender and compaſſionate Heart 
towards the Poor, as having a Fellow-feeling 
of their Miſeries. She was ſurely of a de- 
vout andexcellent Spirit, endued with a great 
Contempt of all VVorldly Pleaſures and Va- 
nities; intirely void of all Diſcontent, or Mur- 
muring at her Poverty and the Meanneſs of 
her Condition; and of all Envy at the flouri- 
ſhing Condition of the Rich who were able to 
give ſo plentifully. From whence we may 
learn, tnat the pooreſt Perſon in the loweſt 
Condition of Lite, hath it in his Power to ex- 
erciſe the moſt Exalted Acts of Virtue; nay 
and to out-do thoſe of an higher Rank in that 
very Particular of Almſgiving, in which of all 
other Duties they ſeem to have the greateſt 
Advantage over him. This 
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This was a full Tryal of the Truth and Sin- 
cerity of her Heart towards Gop in a ſignal 
Inſtance of Duty and Love, and upon an ex- 
traordinary Occaſion; and a Proof that no Hard- 
ihip or Difficulty cou'd overcome the Reſolu- 
tion of her Mind in aſpiring to the greateſt 
Height of Virtue and Goodneſs which was 
practicable, nay tho' ſhe ſtarv'd for it. A Per- 
ſon's paſſing ſuch a Tryal as this, in the only 
Point of Virtue and Goodneſs expreſly to be 
recited in the Day of Judgment, muſt be ever 
after a Ground of unſpeakable Comfort for 
the reſt of his Life; it ſhews that Gop can 
call him to nothing which he is not diſpos'd 
readily and chearfully to obey. But it muſt 
be a Reflection full of Sinking and Deſponden- 
cy for a Man to be conſcious to himſelf that 
he has hitherto remarkably fail'd in what is to 
be the main Article of his Account; whate- 
ver Appearance or Profeſſion of Religion he 
makes in all other Inſtances, he may conclude 
the Heart is not right, and that his Service is 
divided between God and Mammon. 

It is worth obſerving, that in all this ſhe 
acted upon no higher Principle than what the 
Old Teſtament cou'd furniſh her with. She 
might have heard of Manna rain'd down from 
Heaven for a Supply to Gop's People in the 
VVilderneſs ; of the Prophet's being Fed by 
Ravens ; and the Widow's Cruice of Oyl which 
failed not in the Famine. But ſhe be to 

cen 
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been taught that tho Two Sparrorys were ſo 
inconſiderable as to be Sold for 4 Farthing, yet 
that one of them cou'd not be kill'd without 
Gop's Permiſſion, ; and that his Care of us is 
ſuch, that the very Hairs of our Heads are 
Numbred. And yet we find how little Thonght 
ſhe Took for her Life, what ſhe ſbon d eat or 
what ſhe ſhou'd drink, who gave away All 
her Living ; and how truly ſhe ſaught Fir 
the Kingdom of God and his Righteouſneſs, 
and left it to him to add all other things as 
he ſaw fit. Compare this VVoman with 
thoſe who make the Fear of wanting an 
Excuſe for not giving to the Poor; Nay ſome 
to that Degree that they are not without per- 
petual boading Thoughts of Starving in the 
midſt of Plenty. Then it is Faith When we 
look upon what we give in charitable Uſes to 
be the ſureſt Proviſion for our ſelves and Fa- 
milies, and think that we lend upon the 
beſt Security. He that hath Pity upon the 
Poor lendeth unto the Lord, and that which 
he hath borrowed will he pay him again ; pay 
him with Jutereſt, and commonly in this 
Life: And if we had the whole Hiſtory of 
this VVidow, I doubt not but we ſhou'd 
have had an Account even of a Temporal 
Reward for ſuch an excellent Charity, and of 
ſome Providential Relief for her who had 


thus liberally Caſt ber Bread upon the Waters. 


VVhenever Charity fails of a Return either 
| upon 
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upon our ſelves or our Poſterity even in this 
World, it is in all Likel hood becauſe we give 
not chearfully or in Proportion to our Fortune, 
but ſparingly or with diſtruſtful and deſponding 
Thoughts. Or becauſe, tho' we are not want- 
ing in the Quantity of our Charities, yet we 
are not all of a Piece, but fail in ſome 
other Duties ; For tho' we ſhou'd Viſit the Fa- 
therleſs and Widows in their Aſfliction, it is not 
Pure Religion unleſs we keep our ſelves Un- 
ſpotted from the Worid, James 1. 22. 


VII. The Seventh Thing we may obſerve 
from this Remarkable Paſſage, is the great Va- 
lue and real Excellency of a Public Charity. 
The Corban or Treaſury was a common Fund 
for the Repairs and Furniture of the Temple; tor 
the Support ofthe publick Worſhip of Gop ; and 
for the Relief of the Indigent. One wou'd be 
apt to think that a Farthing was not worth con- 
tributing to ſa Great a Fund ; and that it was 
Vanity in the Widow not to lay it out in ſome 
private Charity, whoſe low Condition muſthave 
made her acquainted with miſerable Objects e- 
nough, and with fuch as wanted it to buy them 
Bread. But we find She thought otherwiſe, 
who choſe to contribute her two Mites toa pub- 
lick Charity; and ſo did our Saviour, who 
from his full Approbation of what ſhe had done, 
and magnifying it above all the great and pom- 
pous Charities of the Rich, hath Waun 
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the like Practice to all Poſterity. Tis true, 
private Caſes of great Extremity, or ſudden Ex- 
zgence, and preſent Miſery, require an immedi- 
ate Relief, and are preferable to any publick 
Charity whatſoever ; and this we are taught by 
CHR1sT in the Perſon of the good Samaritan, 
who was at Expence in taking Care of the Man 
he chanc'd to find ſtript and wounded by the 
Way; whereas the Prieſt and the Lewite, who 
paſs'd him by, perhaps wou'd have pleaded for 
themſelves that they reſerv'd their Money for 
the Corban. Such another ſeaſonable Act o 
Generoſity and Kindneſs was that ofthe Woman 
who conſum'd the precious Oyntment on our 
SAviouR when he fat at Meat, the Price of 
which wou'd have reliev d many of the ordina- 
ry Poor. The Import of his Anſwer upon that 
Occaſion was, that His was a particular and ex- 
traordinary Caſe, it being done not meerly 
out of a cuſtomary Compliment, but upon a 
great and ſudden Exigence, no leſs than by an 
excellent Act of Faith, the anointing of him 
for his Burial. 

But tho' ſuch like Inſtances of preſent Exi- 
gence or Miſery claim a Preference before all o- 
ther, yet the contributing to promote a General 
and Public Good is otherwiſe more preferable, 
as the Good of the Community is to be con- 
ſider d before that of any ſingle Perſon. The 
common Poor you Have always with you, and 
you need never want Opportunity of relieving 
them; but Opportunities of contributing to ” 
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united and publick Charity you Have not al- 
Ways. We find this Widow left the Perfor- 
mance of taoſe common and ordinary Chari- 
ties to them who were able to perform both; 
and wiſely choſe to throw her Farthing into the 
publick Treaſury: And ſmall as it was, you 
{ee it was not ſunk in ſo great a Maſs, but came 
into the Account with Gop, and broughtherin 
for no ſmall Share of that univerſal Benefit 
which from thence accrued to the whole Nati- 
on of the Je. This Little Gift was an Ar- 
gument of a Large and Generous Soul, and 
{hew'd how plentifully ſhe wou'd have given 
if the had been able. As none cou'd equal her 
in her Bounty for the Reaſon given by our S4- 
VIOUR, becauſe there was none ſo Poor, and 
that ſhe cou'd not find any that wanted more 
than her ſelf : So had her Fortune been equal 
to the Goodneſs of her Heart, ſhe had out-done 
them all likewiſe in the Size and Number of 
their Offerings. She who cou'd freely part with 
two Mites tor the publick Good, and want 
Bread for it that Day, wou'd have found no Re- 
luctance in paring off all the ſuperfluous Vani- 
ties of a faſhionable way of Living, and laying 
of them out in the Purchaſe of Heaven and Eter- 
nal Life. Nay 'tis plain ſhe had a Soul as great 
as that of David or Solomon; and if ſhe had 
wherewithal, ſhe wou'd have defray'd the 
Charges of Re-building the Temple with all 
it's Furniture, nothing inferiour to what it ap- 
pear'd in it's greateſt Splendour. © 
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If you ate ſenſible of the true Value and 
Worth ofa publick Charity in the Sight of Gop, 


I ſhall here proceed to the preſent Occaſion of 


my laying before you this great and excellent 
Example of it propos d by our Saviouk in the 
Goſpel; which is a good Opportunity now to 
be given of making Tryal Gour own Hearts 
howfar they are ina Diſpoſition of being mov'd 
and influenc'd by it. Namely, a Collection to 
be made for a Number of poor helpleſs Chil- 
dren, to be laid out in providing for them 
Cloaths, and Books, and Schooling ; in giving 
them Inſtruction in the firſt Rudiments of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and acquainting them with 
the Doctrines and Principles of our holy Church; 
in teaching them ſuch Things as may qualify 
them for Trades and Callings; in binding them 
out Apprentices, and ſo putting them into a 
Condition of earning Bread for themſelves, and 
being ſome way uſeful to the Publick. 

Now . it is no ſmall Comfort to ſuch 


as give, that they do it in a well-choſen Chari- 


ty; that they give with Prudence as well as 
with a Free and Ready Heart, it ought to be 
conſider d, that ſetting aſide Caſes of Neceſſity 
and preſent Miſery, this is one of the nobleſt 


_ Charities in the World; inſomuch that it is hard 
to tell how Money can be given to better Pur- 


poſes, and how any Liberality whatſoever can 
be greater in it's Effects and Conſequences. For 
1ſt. It is an immediate Relief to the great- 
eſt Objects of Charity in the World; Tis for 
1 | Cloathing 
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Cloathing the Nakedneſs of poor diſtreſsd and 
Fatherleſs Children, who are not able to help 
themſelves ; and are by the Providence of Gop 
expos d deſtitute of Friends or Relations, on 
Purpole for a Tryal of our Obedience to Gop's 
Commands ; of our Faith in him ; and Depen- 
dance upon thoſe Bleſſings which are promis d 
to them who Provide for the Sick and Neeay. 
Is not this the Faſt I have choſen, ſays Gop in 


Iſai. 58. 6, 7. When thou ſeeſt the Naked, that 
thou cover him. i. e. When you ſpare it from 


your ſelves, and off your own Backs to cloath 
the Naked; Not only ſuch as are Jntirely fo, 
but ſuchas are either [ndecently or Thinly clad ; 
in which Senſe St. Paul ſays of himſelf, 1 Cor. 
4. 11. that he himſelf Was Naked. And what 
Numbers of poor diſtrefled Children are there 
in our Streets wandering in Rags and Dirt, ſo 
as to be even Offenſive and Nauſeous; and left 
expos'd, as St. Paul ſpeaks of himſelf at the 
13th Verle, as the Filth of the World, and Off 


ſcouring of all Things; and in all Extremity of 


Weather even periſhing with Cold 2 The Ar- 
gument made uſe of in that Place of Iſaiab, is 
a very moving one, Hide not thy ſelf from thy 
own Fleſh; We may ſee our ſelves and behold 
our own Nature in every one of thoſe miſerable 


Children; they are the ſame Fleſh and Blood 
with us; and therefore if we but look upon 
them and conſider them, we can't but betouch'd | 
with a Senſe of Humanity, and Nature it, ſelf 


will promptusto take Pity on them, 


But 
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But 2dly, This Charity is not only for the 
immediate Relief of their Bodies, but for the 
ſaving of Their Souls as well as our Own. It 
is for giving them Inſtruction in all neceſſary 
Points of Faith and Practice requir'd by the 
Golpel. 'Tis for moulding and forming of them 
in their tender Years, before their Appetites 
get the Maſtery of them, and that their Paſſions 
grow reſty and callous, and ſo inflexibly har- 
den'd, that they are paſt all Reliſh of the 
Joys of a good Conſcience, or any feeling of 
an evil one. It is for rooting out the Sceds of 
Vice and Wickedneſs; for giving them early 
Habits of Virtue and Gooaneſs ; tor teaching them 
to Pray; acquainting them with the Scriptures, 
and furniſhing their Memories with ſuch Por- 
tions of them as may be a Stock for the future 
Devotion of their Lives, and enable them to 
keep up ſome Communion with Gop, even 
in the midſt of Work and Buſineſs. 

Tis a Reproach to our common Chriſtiant- 
ty, that in the midſt of a Nation where it is pro- 
teſs'd and eſtablith'd, ſuch Multitudes thou'd 
be found void of either natural or reveal'd Re- 
ligion, and even of the Firſt Principles of the 
Oracles of God; ſcarce having taſted of the 
Mil of the Word which is neceſſary for the 
Nouriſhment of Babes in Cyrisr. The Ig- 
norance of many among the lower Rank of 
People, is incredible to any but ſuch as have 
ſought for Opportunities of Trying them; nay 
many know no more of Cur1sr than the Name, 


and have as little Knowledge of our Sau 
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Nouriſhment; reſcuing them from the Jaws 
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by him, as if they had been Born wild Indians 
or Americans. And which is yet more lamen- 
table, when once Men are grown up in this 
Ignorance, they are loſt and undone paſt all 
Remedy; for {ad Experience thews us, that 
when they paſs their Childhood and Youth 
without any Impreſſions of Virtue and Holy- 
neſs, it is an inſuperable Difficulty ever after 
to work in them any truly ſincere and laſting 
Senſe of Religion. So remarkably true is that 
Saying of the Wiſe Man's, Train up a Child in 
the way which he ſhould go, and when he ig 
old he till not depart from it; The full Import 
of which is, that if you do not train him u 

in the right way while he is a Child, he will 
hardly ever be brought into it afterwards. How 
deplorably is this verified thro'the whole Rank 
of common Beggars, who growingup deſtitute 
of all Knowledge of the Laws of Gop, and be- 
low the Notice of Humane Laws, are gene- 
rally the moſt corrupt and profligate part of 
Mankind ; without any Senſe or Feeling of 
Religion, and never uſe the Nanie of any Per- 
ſon in the Holy Trinity, but to profane it in 
their loud and importunate Clamours for an 
Alms: All which wou'd have been in a great De- 
gree prevented, had the laſt Age been ſenſible 
of the great and unſpeakable Advantages of 
this kind of Charity. You ſee the Impor- 
tance of what you give to this Uſe; Tis for 
Feeding the Lambs of CuRISTH with Spiritual 
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of Hell; building up Immortal Souls for Hea- 
ven and everlaſting Happineſs ; Souls as dear 
and precious in the Sight of Cuzisr With 
whom there is no Reſpect of Perſons, as thoſe 
of your Own Children, and equally the Price 
of his Blood. In ſhort, it is to fave them from 
periſhing for Lack of Knowledge, which is 
infinitely worſe than periſhing with Hunger 
and Cold. | : 

A 3d Thing of no ſmall Conſequence to 
which we contribute, is the breeding up Num- 
bers of Children to be true and faithful Sons 
and Daughters of the pureſt and holyeſt 
Church upon Earth; And this muſt be a Mo- 
tive of great Weight with all thoſe who are 
ſincere and unſhaken Members of it them- 
ſelves : For ſurely that Communion which 
they make choice of for their own Salvation, 
Except they be Reprobates, they cannot but 
judge moſt ſafe for the Salvation of others ; 
They muſt be perſuaded that the ſupporting 
and encouraging and promoting the Intereſt 
of it, is one of the moſt acceptable Works to 
Gop which they can do. It muſt be a great 
Comfort to them to ſee Numbers of poor 
Children, who but for their Bounty wou'd 
have had no Religion at all, come duly and 
orderly to Church ; to appear there in decent 
 Cloathing; and with an awful and reverend 
Behaviour, ſuch as becomes the Houſe of 
Gop; to hear them 78 in our Prayers and 


Praiſes to Gop, and ſhew as much Attenti- 
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on and Devotion as can be expected from their 
tender Years. This, Gop knows, is ſadly o- 
verlook'd and neglected by Parents of a higher 
Rank in their Children ; who for want of be- 
ing usd from the firſt to a conſtant Attendance 
upon the Service of Gop, and to the joyning 
with Devotion in the publick Worſhip, for 
the reſt of their Lives come to Church to 
Lean, or Gaze, or make their Bows and Com- 
pliments to one another, even in the Midſt of 
the moſt exalted Parts of Divine Service ; or 
for any other Purpoſe rather than to ſay their 
Prayers with Zeal and Fervency, or bear Part 
in Singing the Praiſes. of Goo. 
I muſt not omit here that what is given upon 
this Occaſion, is for healing thoſe Rents and Di- 
Viſions which are made in the Church, and a 
moſt effectual Means of promoting Peace and 
Unity among Chriſtians. As too many who 
ſet up for Learning and Refinement do run into 
Infidelity ; fo on the other Hand, Ignorance is 
the Mother of Enthuſiaſm; and this begets a 
Race of Hereſies and Schiſms, which are in a- 
great Degree prevented by inſtructing Chil- 
dren not in the Words only, but in the Senſe 
and Meaning of the Church Catechiſm z ma- 
king them acquainted with it's Doctrines, and 
Principles, and Liturgy ; and creating in them 
a Reverence for all Things and Perſons dedica- 
ted to the more immediate Service of Gop. 
This ever after prevents in then that Indiffe- 
| * rency 
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rency to their own Religion, and Lukewarm- 
neſs ſo expreſly condemned in the Church of 
Laodicea, and which is ſo fatally prevailing in 
our Own : O! may Gop avert any farther Pa- 
rallel in the Judgment likewiſe threatned, 
Rev. 3. 16. for that prevailing Hypocriſy. 
This will keep them — being Toſſedtoo 
and fro, and Carried about with every Wind of 
Doctrine; and from any Affectation of that 
ſhameful halting between two Opinions ſo 
much in Vogue and Faſhion :'So that they will 
walk Uprightly, without a conſtant Turn of 
the Head, and a Side Look ever towards ſepa- 
rate and contrary Communions. This will 
lay a Foundation for that Peace and Unity, 
that Brotherly Love and Chriſtian Charity in 
the next Generation, which is ſo notoriouſly 
wanting in this; for theſe poor Children will 
have this Advantage over thoſe of Perſons of 
greater Fortune and Quality, that they will 
grow up without any Seaſoning of Party Pre- 
judice, and Prepoſleflion. ey 
4. In the laſt Place, tis worth conſidering 
how many and great the Secular Advantages 
of ſo well plac'd and prudent a Charity are to 
the State. Tis contributing to the common 
Good and Benefit of Mankind. Tis not only 
for the Inſtruction of Children in Divine 
Knowledge, tor the Salvation of their Souls ; 
but to learn them ſuch Things as ſhall firſt 
qualify them for it, and then to bind them out 
| | to 
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to Trades or Callings, This renders them uſe- 


ful to themſelves and to the common Wealth ; 
this reſcues them from contracting ſuch invete- 
rate Habits of Idleneſs at firſt, which they can 
never after wear off; and puts them upon get- 
ting their Living by an honeſt Induſtry. This 
will conſiderably leſſen that great Multitude 
of vagrant and wandering Beggars which up- 
braid us to Gop and the World, and dail 
multiply, to the Diſgrace, as well as Curſe 
of the Nation; and unleſs the further Growth 
of them be prevented by Charity-Schools, and 
wholſome e for that Purpoſe, may be the 
Means of bringing down Judgments upon us, 
This will be found the moſt effectual Means 
of Converting the Iriſþ Papiſts of this King- 
dom ; a Work which hath been too long neg- 
lected, and the Omiſſion hath met with its Pu- 
niſhment in thoſe Rebellions and Maſſacres 
they have been hurried on to, by a Savage Na- 
ture, and more Savage and Bloody Principles. 
Experience hath ſhewn that all other Means 
without this are like to prove ineffectual ; The 
preſent Generation have no more evenof a Bad 
Religion than the giving up their Senſes and 
their Reaſon, which makes it almoſt impoſſible 
for themever to embrace the True one, But a 
general and united Endeavour of fetting up 
theſe Schools for their Children thro' the Na- 
tion, before they have their Eyes put out; and 


are grown up meer 1deots in Chriſtianity, could 
= not 
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not but have a great Effect in a little Time; 
and is the more likely to meet with a Bleſſing 
and Succeſs, becaule of its being perform'd by 
Methods of Charity. 
By Seaſoning ſo many Children with an ear- 
ly Senſe of Religion, and taking them off 
from a whole Lite of Idleneſs and Want, how 
many Immoralities do we hinder, which they 
wou d otherwiſe be guilty of, and what a Flood 
of Iniquity do we Stem? How many Cheats 
and Theſts, and Whoredoms, and Robberies, and 
Murders, will be effectually prevented, which 
Experience ſhews us it is not in the Power of 
Humane Laws to reſtrain? All which, tho! 
committed by the loweſt Rank of People, yet 
come into a general Account with Gop, and 
are added to that Maſs of Sin which ripens a 
Nation for Divine Vengeance. How many 
will by this Means be reliev'd not only from 
Ignorance, and Cold, and Nakedneſs ; but from 
publick Shame, and Priſon, and exemplary 
and untimely Deaths 2 And is any thing more 
9 common, than for ſuch as are brought to this, in 
ll their laſt dying Words at the Place of Executi- 
1 on, to lay all their Wickedneſs and Miſery up- 
(on the Want of ſome Care and Inſtruction in 
9 their Childhood. | | 
What need I ſay more? Whatever is given 
10 on this Occaſion is for reforming the World, as 
" | far as lies in each of us, and laying up a Store 
— 91 both of Temporal and Spiritual Bleſſings for 
EN Poſterity. 
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Poſterity. It is for making many, who wou' d 
otherwite never come to any Senſe either of 
natural or reveal 'd Religion, good Chriſtians, 
and good Members of the Common-Wealth ; 
good Parents, and good Children; good Ma- 


ſters and Mifireſſes, and good Servants ; and 


in ſhort, good in' every Relation of Life. It 
is not only for redeeming Multitudes from pre- 
ſent Sn and Miſery, who wou'd be otherwiſe 
train'd np and exercis'd from their Infancy in 
all Kind of Villany ; but enabling them to con- 
vey the many Bleſſings They receive, to thoſe 
who come After them; and they again will 
' tranſmit them farther downward; which is 


doing good thro' many Generations: And thus 
a Man may be the Inſtrument of unſpeakable 
Good to Perſons who ſhall be Born long after 


he is Dead; He has * abroad, be has 
given to the Poor, his Righteouſneſs, . even in 
this Senſe, remaineth for ever. 


If it ſhou'd come into any Man's Heart to 


think that theſe are great Things indeed in [ma- 
gination and Theory, but may prove little in 
the real Effects and CET of the in- 
tended Charity; and that 


Then let me ask them, how far do they think 
this poor Widow's Farthing cou'd go in the Re- 
pairs of that great Temple at Foruſalem: in 
buying of Sacrifice ; and finding a conſtant = 
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if they cou'd be ſure . 
of the Event, they wou'd ſpare no Coſt, but 
contribute with great Freedom and Alacrity. 


(4) 
ply of Oyl and Incenſe for the . Worſhip of 
Gop? And yet was not this feeble Effort as 
acceptable as if the had paid down the Price of 
Hecatombs? If to our Power we contribute 
to a general and laſting Good, 'tis equal in the 
Sight of Gop as if we {ingly and in our own 
Perſon compleated the Work: Letus do our 
Duty with Faith and Dependance upon Gop's 
Providence; Let the Charity fail of it's Con- 


ſequences, but let us not fail in our Charity. 


VIII. Having ſhew'd you the Excellency of 
a publick Charity in General, and of this in 
Particular, which is now promoting, I ſhall in 
the laſt Place obſerve to you from the Words 
of the Text, the exact Notice which is taken 
by Gop how all People from the Richeſt to 
the Pooreſt diſcharge themſelves in the Per- 
formance of this great Duty of Almſgiving. 
A little before the Words of the Text 'tis ſaid, 
that CHRISFH beheld 6 Gao; as it is in the Ori- 
ginal, the Multitude or Crowd'of People throw 
in their Money; and yet ſo curious was he, 
and had ſo ſharp an Eye upon every one of 
them, that he cou'd forni an exact Judgment 
upon the Quantity of each Perſon's Alms, and 
the Heart it was given with; inſomuch that he 
cou d ſingle out this poor Woman, who in A 
pearance gave the leaſt of any one there, for 
the Subject of his Remark, ſo full of Divine 
Wiſdom and Inſtruction; and cou'd , 

that 
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that ſhe had caſt More in than all they who caſt 


into the Treaſury. This one Farthing did not 


eſcape his View, and he was ſo far from over- 
looking it, that he has publiſh'd it to the whole 
World foi all future Generations; inſomuch 


that whereſoever the Goſpel is preach d, This 


Memorial of her. 
Here then is a Corban or Treaſury for you 


who have Abundance to give Plentiſully; and 
for you who have but a 7 


alſo that this Woman hath done, is told for a 


ittle, to give of that 
Little. Tho Caurisr is not viſibly here in 
Perſon, and that we cannot ſee him, yet he is 
even now looking on, and beholds what every 
one Contributes. Little did that Woman ima- 
gine Who was then preſent, applauding her at 
the very Inſtant, and ſaying in Effect, Well 


done thou good and faithful Servant. But Ve 


know that the ſame all-ſeeing Eye which is e- 
very where Beholding the Evil and the Good, 
is now upon us, and that every Farthing which 
is now given, and upon the like Occaſions, will 
be weigh'd in the Scale; and a moſt exact Scru- 


tiny made what Proportion it bears to- our 


worldly Subſtance, and what that Secret Diſ- 
poſition of the Heart is with which it is given. 
Let us learn from hence to take Care that the 
Smaller Contributions of the Poor are not 
found to out-weigh the Greater Offerings of * 
the Rich. Let us learn rather to exceed in 


our Charities, and fail on the ſurer ſide, 3 
ve 
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have them found Light in the Ballahce when 
the great Day of Account comes, If we fall 
{hort in the Performance of this Duty, how 
then will theſe Two Mites of a Jewiſb Wo- 
man riſe up in Judgment againſt the Narrory, 
Scanty, and I may ſay Beggarly Alms of too 
many Chriſtians, who are directly oppoſite to 
the Spirit of the Goſpel, and of this Widow; 
Rich in Money and Worldly Subſtance, but 
Poor in good Works? 

Her Contribution was to the Repairs of the 
1 only; what is given upon this Occaſion 
is for the building up and beautifying many 
Temples of the living Gop. That Temple was 
but Wood and Stone, and in a few Years (as 
it ſeems from Lyke 21. 6. our SAviouk ob- 
ſerves upon this very Occaſion) there was not 
to be leſt of it One Stone upon another: But 
theſe are ſo many Spiritual and Immortal Souls, 
made to laſt for ever; and every one of them 
of greater Value in the Sight of Gop, than So- 
lomon's in all it's Glory, That was built only 
for a Type of Cyrisr ; theſe are all made after 
the very Image of Gop, and are to be form'd 
into the real Likeneſs of ChRIST's glority'd 
Body. She gave for providing of air 
and Incenſe, and the Spport only of a Ceremo- 
nial Worſhip ; But what is now given, is for 
the preſenting many Living Sacriſices holy and 
acceptable unto God, and for promoting of a 


Reaſonable Service and Evangelical gr 
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She acted wholly from the dark Rudiments 
of the Law which gave a Proſpect only of a 
Temporal Reward, the great Motive of the Old 
Teſtament ; Such as He who giveth unto the 
Poor fhall not lack, Prov. 28. 27. And again, 
The liberal Soul ſhall be made fat, Prov. 11. 
25. And, Caſt thy Bread upon the Waters, and 
after many Days thou fhalt find them. Burt the 
t was ignorant of thoſe clear Revelations which 

we enjoy under the Goſpel; She had not 
a learn't that our Alms like thoſe of Cornelius, 
1 come Up for a Memorial before God, Acts 1 0. 
; 4. That they are a Treaſure laid up in the Hea- 


wvens, that faileth not, Luke 12. 33. That they 
are the Purchaſe of an eternal Weight of Glo- 
ry; and that we ſhall ſurely be recompenſed 
for them At the Reſurrection of the Fuſt. Nor 
was ſhe expreſly told that When the Son of 
Man ſhall come in his Glory, and all the Holy 
Angels with him, and ſhall ſit upon the Throne 
of his Glory; and when Before him ſhall be ga- 
ther d all Nations, that this of Almſgiving is 
the great diſtinguiſhing Duty upon which the 
Separation of the Sheep from the Croats is foun- 
ded; and the only Inſtance to be inſerted in the 
laſt joyful Welcome, Come ye Bleſſed of my Fa- 
ther, mherit the Kingdom prepared for you from | 
the beginning of the World, &c. But leaſt of | 
all did this Woman know, that all ſuch Deeds | 
of Charity are in the Account of Gop as if 


done to the very Perſon of CHRIST himſelf: 
(x In 


. * 
In as much as ye have done it to one of the leaſt 
theſe my Brethren, ye have done it unto me. 
Behold then, you who have learn't all this, 
a Number of thoſe Little Ones in a very lite- 
ral Senſe, who are prepared to be ſo many 
Advocates for you in that great Day ; Who 
will plead loudly that Charity ſhewn to them, 
which your Modeſty would conceal ; They 
will then rife up and call you blefled, and 
own the ſeaſonable Benefaction. That they 
were Helpleſs or Fatherleſs Children, and that 
you took Compaſſion on them; that they were 
Naked and you Cloathed them; that they were 
Ignorant and you Iunſtructed them; that you 
ſaved them from Want and Beggary; from a 
Life of Miſery, and Sin, and Wickedneſs; nay 
many of them from Priſon, and Shameful 
Deaths; and were the happy Inſtruments of 
ſaving their Souls. One wou'd think all good 
Chriſtians ſhou'd rejoyce to have ſuch a Fund 
as this to caſt their Alms into, that they may 
come in for a Share in the Reward for all that 
Great, and Publick, and Laſting Good, which 
muſt be the Effect and Conſequence of this 
moſt prudent kind of Benificence. Remem- 
ber that all you ſpend in the Vanities and 
Pleaſures of this Lite Periſbeth with the Uſmg, 
and that when Death or the great Change at 
the laſt Day comes, we ſhall be in a Mo- 
ment ſtripped of all but what is given in 
good Works, and charitable Uſes : Lb. - 
muc 


( 
much we have made for ever our Oum; tis 
put out of the Power of Fate; and caſt into 
a Treaſury which will remain Cntouch'd, 
when the whole World is Conſum'd in Flames, 


FINIS. 


